Policy: 505 Section 500: Fiscal Management

POLICY TITLE: Policy Concerning Student Transportation Within the
COSSA Consortium

l. BACKGROUND

The COSSA Board of Trustees recognizes the problems caused by districts being on
disparate calendars and realizes that it is in the best interest of all consortium members
to set forth guidelines for the transportation of students when district calendars do not
match.

A. SPECIAL EDUCATION CONSIDERATIONS

The Individual Education Plan (IEP) for the student must be followed and is the
controlling document for that student. If the IEP states that schooling for the child is to
occur on X date at the district of attendance and the district of residence is not in
session, the district of residence must follow the IEP. Failure to follow the IEP can
expose the school district and COSSA to liability to the family/student.

Likewise, a student’s Section 504 Plan must be followed with regard to
disability/transportation related issues, regardless of the home school’s calendar.

B. PTE CONSIDERATIONS

Requiring students to attend CRTEC when their home school district is not in session
comes down to the issue of hours of instruction required and conforming to the course
requirements. If a school is on a shortened schedule, it is using longer instructional days
to obtain the mandatory hours of instruction.

Just because a home school district is using a shortened week or year, with longer
instructional days, does not mean this is also occurring at CRTEC to the same extent or
number of hours for those extended days.

Students who are at CRTEC have to attend instruction for mandatory hours
requirements, regardless of the home school schedule, in order for everyone to obtain
appropriate funding.

A secondary issue is the course requirements. The school district and the student have
enrolled in the program. Part of the program is the schedule of classes and the full
curriculum necessary to complete the course. A student who only attends CRTEC
during the days their home school district is in session likely will not complete the full
schedule of classes or curriculum necessary to complete and earn credit for the course.

Il. SPECIAL EDUCATION TRANSPORTATION POLICY
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Transportation to COSSA Special Education programs is the responsibility of the
student’s district of residence. Special Education students who require “specialized
transportation” which is indicated on their IEP as such will be provided these services
through their district of residence. Specialized transportation may include the use of
wheelchair accessible buses, aides, specialized equipment, and transportation to their
district/school of attendance other than their district of residence.

Students who attend a special education program in another COSSA district (other than
their district of residence), will follow the school calendar of the district of attendance
unless specific calendar changes have been approved by the COSSA Board of
Trustees. The district of residence will provide bus transportation for the student to
attend their special education program, even when the district of residence does not
have students in attendance at their district.

Regarding minimum days (a.k.a. shortened days or early release), special education
students who are transported into another special education program other than their
district of residence, will be provided coverage by special education staff and will remain
as mandated in the student’s individual IEP. Special education students who reside in
the district and whose special education program placement is in their district of
residence will follow the minimum day schedule.

Regarding severe weather conditions that require school district closure, it will be the
responsibility of the transportation supervisor of the student’s district of residence to
determine if it is safe to transport students.

Transportation of the student to program locations shall always be controlled by the
safety of transportation due to weather conditions. If the home district is closed, due to
weather, and the district of program attendance is open, a determination will have to be
made by the transportation supervisor as to whether the student can be safely
transported to the program. If the school district of program attendance is closed due
to weather conditions, the student shall not be transported to the location of program
attendance.

[I. PTE TRANSPORTATION POLICY

Transportation to CRTEC Professional-Technical Education (PTE) programs is the
responsibility of the student’s district of residence.

Students who attend a PTE program of study at CRTEC will follow the school calendar
of CRTEC for their CRTEC participation and the home school’s calendar for the
coursework done at their home school district. The district of residence will provide
transportation for the student to attend their PTE program, even when the district of
residence does not have students in attendance at their district.
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Regarding severe weather conditions that require school district closure, it will be the
responsibility of the transportation supervisor of the student’s district of residence to
determine if it is safe to transport students.

Transportation of the student to program locations shall always be controlled by the
safety of transportation due to weather conditions. If the home district is closed, due to
weather, and the district of program attendance is open, a determination will have to be
made by the transportation supervisor as to whether the student can be safely
transported to the program. If the school district of program attendance is closed due
to weather conditions, the student shall not be transported to the location of program
attendance.

LEGAL REFERENCE:
COSSA Bylaws, Revised and Adopted July 19, 1999
I.C. 33-315 through 33-318 inclusive
I.C. 67-2326 through 67-2333 inclusive

POLICY HISTORY:

Originally adopted as a Special Education Transportation Memorandum on
7/20/09 and Revised 8/01/11

Adopted as Board policy 5-21-12
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